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Historical Atlas of the Low Countries 1350-1800 &
(Re)counting the Uncounted [NWO Replication Study]

• NWO Replication Studies, 3rd round: ‘(Re)counting 
the Uncounted. Replication and Contextualisation of 
Dutch and Belgian Premodern Population Estimates 
(1350-1800)’
• 2020-2022

• Historical Atlas of the Low Countries 1350-1800
• https://hdl.handle.net/10622/PGFYTM (v.7)

https://hdl.handle.net/10622/PGFYTM
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World Historical Gazetteer

• www.whgazetteer.org

• @whgazetteer

• University of Pittsburgh
• v1: 2017-2020
• v2: summer 2021 (with KNAW 

Humanities Cluster)

• Inspiration: www.pelagios.org etc.

http://www.whgazetteer.org/
http://www.pelagios.org/


Why WHG?

• Improved extraction of geographical information from historical texts and datasets
• Historical spelling variation
• Spatial and temporal context

• Show connections between places (traces; entangled history)

• Prevent duplicate work

• Possibly:
• Publication platform localities-data (with form peer review?)
• Autority for place names
• Repository of research projects that containplace name data?
• …?



Set up

• Linked Places data format (JSON-LD / GeoJSON-T en TSV)
• https://github.com/LinkedPasts/linked-places

• Search interface

• Reconciliation service for place name lists
• GeoNames, Getty TGN, Wikidata, [v2: WHG-data]

• API

https://github.com/LinkedPasts/linked-places


Disjointed geo-data 
(1)



Disjointed geo-
data (2)



New data

• Digitalisation of existing (historical
place name encyclopedias

• Integrate existing geo-datasets, 
indices of historical atlasses, etc.

• Hot potato: quality control, 
scalability



Collaboration KNAW HuC and WHG (2021)

• Improve platform: v.1 to v.2

• Improve long-term viability of platform

• Create a ‘Dutch collection’: improve quality and quantity of ‘Dutch’ 
place names (in broadest sense)
• Collaboration with LAM- and research partners
• Collect existing datasets (currently: +/- 50 projects) 
• Gather user experiences for testing web-environment



Dutch 
collection
• Interface for connecting 

projects, datasets, persons, 
events

• ‘Entangled history’

• Pilot voor other thematic 
extensions WHG?

Suggestions? 
rombert.stapel@iisg.nl
teamgeo@di.huc.knaw.nl

mailto:rombert.stapel@iisg.nl
mailto:teamgeo@di.huc.knaw.nl


Places to start working with geo-data

• KNAW HuC Team Geo: https://geo.di.huc.knaw.nl/
• www.whgazetteer.org
• www.qgistutorials.com
• www.programminghistorian.org
• And much more… (ask us! > HuC Slack)

• Historical Atlas o/t Low Countries: https://hdl.handle.net/10622/PGFYTM
(https://datasets.iisg.amsterdam)
• www.hisgis.nl
• www.nlgis.nl

https://geo.di.huc.knaw.nl/
http://www.whgazetteer.org/
http://www.qgistutorials.com/
http://www.programminghistorian.org/
https://hdl.handle.net/10622/PGFYTM
https://datasets.iisg.amsterdam/
http://www.hisgis.nl/
http://www.nlgis.nl/

